Read before the Odonto-Chirurgical Society of Scotland.
With advancing civilization there is an apparent increase of deformities of the dental arch.
In the higher social scale it is exceptional to find a young person with a perfectly developed and regular row of teeth, set in a well-formed and rounded arch. More commonly, departures from this type will be found of every grade, more or less pronounced, exhibiting some of the phases of narrowed jaws, or teeth protruding, over-lapping, or crowded in every conceivable mal-arrangement. In many instances the cause has some direct connection with other evils that seem inseparable from a state of high civilization.
A close observer for a generation will have seen a multitude of cases which had no apparent local cause, were not of an inherited origin, and could only be attributable to constitutional conditions developing in the individual.
As a general statement, the finer the nervous organization, the more precocious or brilliant the intellect, the greater will be the tendency to mental deformity. 
